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In the late 1990s, Mahnaz Kousha interviewed 15 Iranian women in Tehran who originally came

from cities and towns throughout Iran. The youngest was 38, the eldest in her 50s. Extensive

excerpts from their dialogues comprise the heart of this volume.
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Anymore it seems there are a lot of books about Iran, and especially about the women of Iran.

Because for a lot of us, it's an intriguing topic. The women's lives there we can't even fathom

sometimes as it's completely different from what we're used to in a culture. That being said, some of

the books out there are better than the others.Kousha interviews fifteen Iranian women from

different walks of life (although the majority are educated) and how being a woman in Iran has

played out for them. She explores their relationships with their mothers, fathers, husbands and their

role in the workplace. She also asks whether or not they'd rather be born again as women or men

and why.To me a lot of the women she interviewed seemed to be from the same walks of life. A

good many of them were able to work, some had pursued higher education, and all were at least

given the autonomy to talk to an interviewer. And it's this last thing that I think shows that this book

may not be reflective of the society as a whole (the author does say this is not a representational

book of women in Iran). It's interesting to hear their stories and how they felt about their stations in

life. Generally, most of them weren't happy with some aspects of their life but actually quite content



in others.The format of this book actually made it duller than it really was. Kousha spent a lot of time

telling us what she was going to do in the book and after awhile I just wanted to get on to the

interviews. But even those were broken up between speculations by Kousha about the women and

their relationships. There also seemed to be a lot of repetition. We'd see a quote from one of the

women and then just a few paragraphs later that same quote would be part of a larger chunk from

the interview.
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